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Dear Friends, 
 
I am always intrigued by what makes the headlines in the  
newspapers. Most days, courtesy of the BBC news website, I 
look at the headlines in the national papers to see what they 
consider to be important.  
 
So, on the day of writing there is much about Donald Trump’s 
desire to take over Greenland, the apparent breakdown in  
relations in the Beckham family, questions over the Chagos  
Islands, along with too much attention on the sunglasses worn 
by President Macron of France.  
 
The editors need to try to work out what will sell papers, not  
how best to reflect the news. The sad thing is that the more  
willing to have a have a pop at political figures - at home or 
abroad - celebrities who are misbehaving, or failings of local  
authorities, utility providers, and the like, the better they sell. 
Rarely did the editors side with good news, so in recent times 
the good news seems to revolve around the success of women’s 
sports teams, with English victories in the football and rugby.  
 
The saddest thing about this is that it would seem that bad news 
sells. If a government, of whatever colour, attained great  
success, one wonders whether it would hit the headlines or be 
tucked away somewhere in the midst of the newspaper with  
minimal headlining and little commentary. 
 
This to me seems to contrast with life, where we tend to focus 
more on the good, to celebrate, rather than allowing what is bad 
to dominate. We are more inclined to share our good news than 
the newspapers seem to be. 
 
I conducted a funeral today and it was, as funerals often can be, 
a love story. The lady who died was well into her 90s, originally 
from Jamaica, but had made her home in Aylesbury since 1964. 
Jamaica at the time was facing tremendous economic  
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hardships, so firstly her husband, and then she, made their way 
to the UK in search for better life for themselves and for their six  
children. The agonising part of the story is that they had to leave 
the children in Jamaica with their grandmother. It took them four 
years of scrimping and saving, of foregoing anything exciting, 
before the whole family were reunited in 1968.  
 
I confess I am humbled just thinking about this, of a willingness 
to leave the children behind in search of something that would 
ensure their future. It must have been so hard but it was an act 
of tremendous love. The son, who delivered the eulogy, had 
tears in his eyes as he remembered the final two children  
arriving in 1968 and the family being together again.  
 
He then went on to talk about how his mother spent the rest of 
her life doing what she could to show the depth of love that she 
had for her brood and their descendants. Her story of sacrifice 
and pain out of love should have made the headlines. but it  
never did. The emotion of her children and grandchildren was 
palpable as they remembered the family matriarch. 
 
The family have stories to share with future descendants. I  
suppose this invites us to reflect on those who, out of love for 
us, have sacrificed, who have made life harder for themselves 
because of the love they have for those who are important in 
their sight.  
 
It is a story of parents, especially mothers, going without so  
children have enough to eat, of grandparents moving far from 
where they call home to support their family in need. There are 
so many stories of love that we would do well to notice and  
respond to. This might, hopefully, help us to recognise the heart 
of Jesus story - there is love in all its beauty. 
 
May the blessings of love be in all our lives, 
 
          Richard 
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Deadline for March Magazine 

End of Monday February 15th  

TUESDAY CLUB WEEDON 
 

Tuesday February 10th  
at 8 pm  

 in Weedon Old Schoolroom   

 

 

 “THE CURIOUS DISAPPEARANCE OF MAJOR GLENN MILLER” 
       

All will be revealed by Mr Tony Eaton.  
                                    
                                

We look forward to seeing you. 

Please contact Judy Nagele on 01296 641278   

for more details. 
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Wild Weedon 

 
The Weedon Wildlife Group 
aims to protect and promote 
wildlife in and around Weedon 
and Hardwick 

 

After a really cold start, 2026 then warmed up for a while but 
seems to be back to what we might expect for the time of year.   
 
Technically February is the last month of winter but may show 
enough signs of spring to get us all excited. The daffodils will be 
growing and primroses and crocuses may well be in flower.  
Catkins will be out and the Blackthorn will soon be blooming but 
it all depends on the weather.   
 
Nature (without the benefit of the Met Office’s long-term  
forecast) has to adjust every bit as much as we do and for some 
birds timing is crucial for nesting opportunities. They need to be 
confident that the food supply will be there for the young. Early 
nesters will be active during the month and you may have seen 
signs of Woodpigeons, Moorhens, Herons and Tawny Owls 
making plans for the next brood.  The long cold spell in January 
brought many more birds to my feeders than usual and If you 
too have been helping our feathered friends I hope you added a 
count to the RSPB’s Big Garden Birdwatch – a really good piece 
of Citizen Science at work.  
 
Regardless of the weather the Badgers will be tucked-up in their 
dens and giving birth about now and if you’re lucky Hares can 
be seen boxing in the fields. In a warm(er) spell Squirrels will stir 
themselves too. Lots to look out for (and record on our Wild 
Weedon website) as we head towards Spring. In the meantime 
stay warm folks.  
 
If you’ve any ideas for Wild Weedon projects in the coming year 
just contact us at contact@wildweedon.org.uk . 
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Louise Davis Catering 
 

QUALITY HOME COOKED FOOD      

FOR ALL OCCASIONS 
 

Tel:  07979 578055 
E: louise.d.1@hotmail.co.uk 
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Bespoke Baking in the 
Heart of Buckinghamshire  

 
If you fancy a sweet treat or 
need something special for a  
get-together, then please 
give Weedon’s Baking Girl 
a call.  
 
All our cakes are made to 
order, and I love  
a good baking challenge. 
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Jeremy Holden 

Carpet Services 

 

 All types of carpet and vinyl flooring 
 supplied and fitted  

Excellent quality carpet supplied 
Fitting only service  

Dry Carpet Cleaning  
Very competitive prices  

Adaptations, Repairs and Alterations 
 

30 years’ experience 
 

Our dry-cleaning system leaves carpets  
clean, dry and fresh instantly 

No job too small 
advice and quotes freely given 

 

Why pay shop prices? 

 

Tel:  01296 711 879   Mobile: 07721 421 608 
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